Register 184, Jan 2008 PROFESSIONAL REGULATIONS

Chapter 36. State Board of Registration for Architects,
Engineers, and Land Surveyors.

(Words in boldface and underlined indicate language being added; words [CAPITALIZED
AND BRACKETED] indicate language being deleted. Complete new sections are not
underlined.)

12 AAC 36 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Publisher: Please renumber existing article 5 to article 6.
Article 5. Continuing Education for Professional Architects,
Engineers, and Landscape Architects.
Section
500. Purpose of continuing education
510. Continuing education requirements
520. Computation of continuing education credit
530. Exemptions
540. Record keeping and review of records

550. Definitions

12 AAC 36.500. Purpose of continuing education. The purpose of the continuing
education program is to maintain a continuing level of competency and standards for
professional architects, engineers, and landscape architects, in order to promote the public
health, safety, and welfare within this state. (Eff. 10 /18 /2007, Register 184)

Authority:  AS 08.48.071 AS 08.48.101

12 AAC 36.510. Continuing education requirements. (a) Unless exempted under 12
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AAC 36.530, a professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect must meet the continuing
education requirements of 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550 as a condition of the renewal,
reinstatement, or reactivation of the professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect
registration.

(b) Unless exempted under 12 AAC 36.530, a professional architect, engineer, or
landscape architect seeking renewal, reinstatement, or reactivation of a professional architect,
engineer, or landscape architect registration shall submit, on a form provided by the department,
a certification that the professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect has met the
continuing education requirements of 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550.

(c) To renew a professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect registration for a
biennial registration period that begins on or after January 1, 2010, a professional architect,
engineer, or landscape architect must obtain 24 professional development hours during the 24
months immediately preceding that registration period.

(d) To reinstate a lapsed professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect
registration that begins on or after January 1, 2010, a professional architect, engineer, or
landscape architect seeking reinstatement must obtain 24 professional development hours during
the 24 months immediately preceding the application for reinstatement of the professional
architect, engineer, or landscape architect registration.

(e) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect who obtains more
professional development hours during a biennial registration period than needed to qualify for
renewal or reinstatement of the professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect
registration may apply up to 12 of the excess professional development hours to the continuing

education requirement for the subsequent biennial period for professional architect, engineer, or
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landscape architect registration.

(F) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect holding multiple
registrations is required to earn the total number of professional development hours of
continuing education as those required for a single registration holder, however, at least 8 hours
of the professional development hours must be in each registration held.

(g) Continuing education courses or activities are not pre-approved by the board, but
must meet the following criteria:

(1) the subject matter must address the public’s health, safety and welfare by
instructing in the proper planning, design, and construction of buildings, structures,
infrastructure, and the spaces within and surrounding such facilities so that

(A) risk of injury to persons or property is minimized;

(B) the results are durable and environmentally friendly;
(C) the results function properly in all relevant respects; and
(D) the results enhance the general welfare of the public;

(2) the course or activity must be relevant to the practice of professional
architecture, engineering, or landscape architecture, and may include technical, ethical, or
managerial content;

(3) the course or activity must be designed to maintain, improve, or expand
professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect skills and knowledge;

(4) each course or activity must be well organized and the content presented in a
sequential manner; and

(5) the presentation must be made by persons who are well qualified in the

subject by education or experience in the subject.
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(h) The sponsoring organizations that provide continuing education may be an
educational institution, a professional association, or a business or governmental organization.
Sponsoring organization’s continuing education that satisfies the requirements of this section
includes the professional architect’s, engineer’s, or landscape architect’s

(1) successful completion of college courses;

(2) successful completion of continuing education courses;

(3) successful completion of short courses, tutorials, correspondence, web-based
courses, and televised or videotaped courses;

(4) attending seminars, in-house workshops, or professional or technical
presentations at meetings, conventions, or conferences; and

(5) teaching or instructing the activities listed in (1) — (4) of this subsection.

(i) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect who also holds a registration
as a professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect in another licensing jurisdiction may
meet the requirements of 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550 by establishing that the professional
architect, engineer, or landscape architect has met the mandatory continuing education
requirements for renewal of the professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect
registration in the other licensing jurisdiction, if the mandatory continuing education
requirements of the other jurisdiction are substantially similar to or exceed those of 12 AAC
36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550 at the time that continuing education credit is claimed.

(Eff. 10/18/2007, Register 184)
Authority:  AS 08.48.071 AS 08.48.101 AS 08.48.341
12 AAC 36.520. Computation of continuing education credit. (a) The board has

final authority with respect to the acceptance of courses, activities, credits, professional
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development hour values, and other methods of earning continuing education credits.
Continuing education credit is computed as follows:

(1) credit for college approved courses is based upon course credit established by
the college;

(2) credit for qualifying seminars, in-house courses, workshops, and professional
or technical presentations is based on one professional development hour for each hour of
attendance at the seminar, in-house course, workshop, or professional or technical presentation;

(3) attendance at qualifying programs presented at professional and technical
society meetings, conventions, or conferences earns one professional development hour for each
hour of attendance at the program.

(b) The computation of credits of professional development hours is as follows:

(1) one unit of college semester credit equals 45 professional development hours;

(2) one unit of college quarter credit equals 30 professional development hours;

(3) one unit of professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect continuing
education credit equals 10 professional development hours;

(4) one hour of a seminar, in-house course, workshop, or professional or
technical presentation attended at meetings, conventions, or conferences equals one professional

development hour;

(5) one hour of initial instruction of the subject matter when teaching
professional development courses, seminars, or professional or technical presentations equals
two professional development hours; this provision does not apply to full-time faculty. (Eff.
10/18/2007, Register 184)

Authority:  AS 08.48.071 AS 08.48.101
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12 AAC 36.530. Exemptions. (a) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape
architect is exempt from the continuing education requirements of 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC
36.550 for the first biennial registration renewal period following initial issuance of the
professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect registration.

(b) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect is exempt from the
continuing education requirements of 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550 for renewal of the
professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect registration for the biennial registration
period immediately following a period of service by the professional architect, engineer, or
landscape architect on active duty in the armed forces of the United States exceeding 120
consecutive days in a year.

(c) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect who is in retired status
under 12 AAC 36.115 is exempt from the continuing education requirements of 12 AAC 36.510
— 12 AAC 36.550 during the time the professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect is
retired. A retired professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect who wishes to return to
the active practice of professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect must meet the
requirements of 12 AAC 36.115.

(d) A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect may request an exemption
from the continuing education requirements of 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550 by submitting
a written request to the board that describes the reasons for the request and includes supporting
documentation. If the board finds good cause, the board will grant an exemption under this
subsection to a professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect who is experiencing a
physical disability, serious illness, family emergency, or other extenuating circumstance.

(Eff. 10/18/2007, Register 184)
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Authority:  AS 08.48.071 AS 08.48.101

12 AAC 36.540. Record keeping and review of records. (a) A professional architect,
engineer, or landscape architect shall maintain records that may be used to verify professional
development hours claimed under 12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550. These required records
include

(1) alog showing the course or activity claimed, the sponsoring organization, the
location and duration of the course or activity, the name of the speaker or instructor, and the unit
of credit or number of professional development hours earned; and

(2) attendance verification records in the form of completion certifications,
signed attendance receipts, receipts for the payment of tuition or fees, a copy of a list of
participants signed by the speaker or instructor, or similar documents showing evidence of
attendance.

(b) Records required under (a) of this section must include sufficient detail to permit
verification during an audit, and must be maintained for at least four years from the date that the
course or activity was completed.

(c) The board may request at any time that a professional architect, engineer, or
landscape architect provide proof of compliance with the continuing education requirements of
12 AAC 36.510 — 12 AAC 36.550. A professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect
must provide a copy of the records required under (a) of this section to the board for audit
verification purposes within 30 days of receipt of a request for the records.

(d) Audits of compliance of professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect
continuing education requirements will be conducted in accordance with 12 AAC 02.960.

(Eff. 10/18/2007, Register 184)
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Authority:  AS 08.48.071 AS 08.48.101
12 AAC 36.550. Definitions. In 12 AAC 36.500 — 12 AAC 36.550, unless the context
requires otherwise,

(1) “college” means a community college, college, or university accredited by a

nationally recognized educational accrediting body acceptable to the board,;

2 “continuing education unit” means a uniform unit of measure for
continuing education and training established by a nationally recognized professional or
technical society acceptable to the board;

3) “course or activity” means a course or activity with a clear purpose and
objective to maintain, improve, or expand the skills and knowledge relevant to the
practice of professional architect, engineer, or landscape architect that meets the
requirements of 12 AAC 36.510;

(4) “professional development hour” means not less than 50 minutes of
instruction or presentation in a continuing education course or activity that meets the
requirements of 12 AAC 36.510. (Eff10/19.2007, Register 184)

Authority:  AS 08.48.101 AS 08.48.341



