FEMA Elevation Certificate (FF 81-31) 

Who completes the form?
Section A: 
Property owner or designee (e.g. surveyor)
Section B: 
Permitting Department (especially line B9. BFE)

Section C: 
In WA, only licensed land surveyors are authorized to provide certified elevation data and complete Section C. 
Section D: 
Licensed land surveyor

Section E:
AO and A zone data can be collected by property owner or designee

Section F: 
Property owner or designee 

Section G: 
Community Official may complete this section when information is being transferred from another source to the Elevation Certificate

What is it used for?
· CRS credits: reduced flood insurance rates
· Planning & Permitting Departments: to ensure buildings are constructed as permitted 
· Flood insurance: policy rating 

· Builders & Developers: to demonstrate compliance with local building code/ordinances

· Letter of Map Change: to remove a structure from the Special Flood Hazard Area

· FEMA/State: to verify local community compliance with federal/state standards 

What should I be specifically concerned about?

· Is the EC based on finished construction? See line C1. Prior to approving final inspections on all permits, confirm that the elevation certificate is completed and accurate.

· Is there a sub-grade enclosure or crawlspace? See line A8 or compare the difference between line C2a and C2b. If so, the building may be in violation of local building standards.
· Is the building’s machinery and equipment also elevated to or above BFE? If not, the building may be in violation of local building standards. 
· Is the lowest adjacent grade higher than the BFE? If so, the site may be eligible for a LOMA.
· Is the form stamped by a licensed land surveyor? Engineers and Architects are not approved to complete this form.
Is the same vertical datum being used: NAVD 88 or NGVD 29? Current standard requires all new DFIRMs to use NAVD 88. 

· Summary of Changes to the 2006 Elevation Certificate 

Besides a general reformatting of the elevation certificate, the following are specific changes made. The new requirements that take effect January 1, 2007 are in bold.

Section A - Property Owner Information

· Requires the Latitude / Longitude; this used to be optional
· Requires a minimum of two photographs of the building, if the certificate is being used to obtain flood insurance (these can be taken by the property owner of designee)

The following information was formerly located in Section "C" and is now in Section A:

For Buildings with a crawlspace or enclosure(s), provide:
· Square footage of crawl space enclosure(s) (NEW)
· Number of permanent flood openings in the crawlspace or enclosures within 1.0 foot above adjacent grade
· Total net area of flood openings in enclosed area

· NEW – for a building with an attached garage, provide:

· Square footage of attached garage 

· Number of permanent flood openings in the attached garage walls within 1.0 foot above adjacent grade

· Total net area of flood openings in garage enclosure area

Section D – Surveyor Certification

· Created a single section for “certification”

Section E – Building Elevation Information (survey not required) 

for Zones AO and A (without BFE)

· Added a line in reference to buildings with an attached garage where the (top of slab) is required. 
Elevation Certificate Related Resources
The Surveyor's Guide to Elevation Certificates Online Training
http://training.nfipstat.com/ecsurveyor/
Floodplain Management Bulletin 467-1: 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/fima/fema467-6-10-04.pdf
Download EC (FEMA 81-31) with directions:
http://www.fema.gov/business/nfip/elvinst.shtm
Quick 2 for determining elevations in A Zones:
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/dl_qck22.shtm
LOMA/LOMR-F Application and Information:  
1-877-336-2627 or 1-877-FEMA-MAP
