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Quantity and Aquatic 

Habitat."

Alaska Department of  

Environmental Conservation



Why does Alaska need a plan to 

coordinate water information?

Ğ Alaska includes over 
365,000 miles of rivers and 
streams;

Ğ has at least 170 million acres 
of wetlands;

Ğ includes more than a million 
lakes larger than five acres;

Ğ has 44,226 miles of coastal 
shoreline waters.

Ğ Alaskans use approximately 
90 million gallons of water 
per day.

Alaska is big, too big for one agency to manage



We need a plané.

To understand what is needed 

for healthy waters, we need
comprehensive information 

about Water

Quality   

Quantity &

Aquatic Habitat



We need a plan...

ÂBecause funding and 
human resources are 
harder than ever to 
come-by, ACWA
Â Helps reduce redundancies

Â Creates long term solutions

Â Develops partnerships 
between local, state and 
federal agencies

Â Directs funds to the 
highest priority waters



Solutions

Â State resource agencies work together to set the 

priorities for Alaskaõs waters and aquatic habitat. 
Â Administrative Order 200 designates Alaskaõs 3 resource agencies; Departments of 

Environmental Conservation, Natural Resources and Fish and Game to be the 

primary coordinating agencies for developing and implementing the ACWA process.



What does each agency 

bring to ACWA?

Â Department of Environmental 

Conservation- Establishes the 

Stateõs Water QualityStandards; 

Manages water quality issues. 

Â Natural Resources-

Management of the hydrology of 

water flow, or water Quantity.

Â Fish and Game- Management 

of  aquatic Habitat.



What do the ACWA 

partners do?

Â Prioritize waterbodiesto direct all funding and actions 

where they are most needed.

Â Share information about waterbodies

Â Coordinatethe stateõs water resource  programs to reduce 

redundancies and agenciesõ work efforts; creating unified 

budget plans for ACWA.

Â Identify gaps in the program, and strive to eliminate them.

Â Organizehow we apply existing programs and regulatory 

authorityénot create new ones.


